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Following is submitted in respomse o reftel. Baftel was received
moon, Sept 29 with indication that E-bassy should yespomd by COB
ANB+ Bept 30. Here it 1s. Respcmee is in four psrta:

DCM

POL~-3 | b Sumwry;

ggf 2, Zzbasay's Comments ca Report Prepared by Departaent;

vy 3. Steps Tskem by Ecbassy to Advance Bespect for Rumsn Rights |
P in Argentina;

ﬁ L. Undste of Xsbesay's Overviev of Eman Rights Sitostion

1, EDAARY: Eabesxy is in basic sgreement with report on humen

rights prepared by Department in responss to Comgressicaal ryequast, v m—
Eubassy has consistently--even before Nerch 2k chemge of goversmente '
‘pressed issue of human rights cbeervance to GOA. @ppromches heve

beon made at all levels and have {ncluied series of apparoaches
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[ aimce March cm yart of Asbassuior %0 $op levels of QOA. -
 Desptte these approsches s desyite Tecest Teleass of
mmmg—,n“m
mwwan—mw
1a Argextiva,
2. DIMSEY'S COMEENTS O3 BIPCET PEEBANED BY DEMEPMET': Rether
B \ uﬂmdmw‘n‘mhmw
i 7 Ats suggasted revise? text of Dopertmast's repart. It will
- e notel that we havedeletal, smmg other things, pearegreach
m Jehowh Witnesses. In eur Wowwikile this uway or sy mot

we belisve
fowolve Mmen rights,/It dlintes cur case to fmclinds it.

Begis Texts | |
A, Politteal Sitsetios. Argectim is the mst politically

viclent comntyy 1a atin Amrics tolay. Ristricelly, mcders

- viclence in Arpenting dates €0 the late sixtiss aml the foyme-

] ticm af the Pecple’s Newilxtiamary Amy (EXP) sad the Montamercs,

btk Nerxist orgamizstions dedleated to the owrtlrow of the e
governmant via & war of liberation, These orgnisations worded
Closely with Marxist gasrrillas in Urogasy, Chile ant Bolivia.
hen guarrills crgmisations were defested or custed in these
tiroe contries, may of their mebers fled to Argentina,
bagimniag in the sarly 19708 with the dafeat cf the Tupenarce

in Groguay. Tu the tives years of the Fercaist adaiatistretios

© (1573<76) preceling the March 2 coup thed Drought Gemeral
L’mmmhm’mzmm“ B
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r‘.ta-nnth!tﬂﬁmm Esnce e _|
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Sexiows simmneguwent of the oconcmy waier Peron ecotridwted
to the climate of political fzmgtability in Arvpentioe amd
vice vorsa. At the time of the eoup, the cunswmer peive
inlex wae iacrensisg at a 565 ammal rets with a rising
trend, ture was depening recessicn, emd sm sxternal paye
mezts crisis threstenel am Argestine defunlt cm farelgh
dudts.

The new govermment’s first peicrities ware to caxtain iaflatica,
mm-&p—ﬁmummh
economic e political plans. In this climste, righi-wing
terrorisn grew st am alarsing rats. Exils Argentina‘s
MMW““MIK&.M
nd ladxe discontent over falling resl wegee continmm.

The securily forces hawe taken stroag ection agatinmst leftiat
terrorists, Xilling hunireds an! seresting thousenis. It is
clear tat coumter or right-wing tervariss, which firwt
sopoeesd tader Perom 1a 1974, s involved elements of the
Irgentine aecurity forees, Whatever Yidela's perscnal views
i wishes mey bo (Wl he has promised to respect huma rigits),
affective steps to comtrol this kind of terrorisa have mot yet

L | _
Ay
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[Som takm. Onler Ferce, right-sing Serrcrists -
" the rogiue's palitioal oppommts o5 wall as -

the Jaft. Simce Mareh 157, a wide apectrus of laftist

m progressive tadtvideals, sl eves criisary citizmems,

have boen vietinised, iacinting priests amd foreign

palitical refugess.

Leftist tezworiss dsbes to 1950 amd has Bosa respcasible for
hemdreds of paliticel asesssimaticns and Mdmeppings. Police-
mnm, xllitary psawoansl, and busivessoss have often bees
WMﬂm”mm’mm
officer Alfred Lam narrcely escapel desth i the same city.

B. lega) Bitustica. The Argmtine Coniitutiom of 1B53 is

tachnically in effect, but, in ;eactice, the decress ad lom
W"ﬁ%ﬂwwu

precadence even owr constitutioml rwovisicas. Tais

The Argentine Gcnstitution is closely pattermed after the

Unitel Statss Comstituticm sni provides mcet of the lagal L
goarentecs thet curs doss. The majer axception is a "State _
of Siege” provisios, which gcivem the federel gowersmeat power

to saspen habees corpus texncrarily, hold suspects tmdefinitely
d“mmmmm“muimw
mem'mmmﬂl_w B
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have yoccuzes to trisl evestually or be Felsamel. The State |
" of Eiege 1as been in afect aince Eovesber 6, 1976,

C. Observance cf $

b 3 mxam'
Ardiels 3r IAfe, Lideriy smd Securily of the Perscm.

Thiz Article {5 vicistel regnlarly by elammts of the GOA
'mwm-.mm:n-mcm
statcs, mmemumm: clvilism
clothes, movement at might in vomsrked csre, Xidnappings,
md::uuumuMclm
YAY atrccition/but the oxmber of victism 1s in the Nmireds

a0l inclndsd mny foreign refogess.

nmmmm,nmamm
mmw}‘gﬁnﬁ--mmmm
of General Actis and in part ss & wmning to leftist mxtrenists -
bafcre axticipated actions to mexk the saniversary of the
Trelew zassacre of 1972. The govermwat condenned the mass
marder 28 & "barbaric episode,” although there is no dcedt thet
the GOA's o security forces were respyonxible.
Article 51 Tarture, Crael, Ivtuman, Degreding Zroatnemt
oar Pmistment.
Torture 1s wmdicubtelly used by the security forces to axirect
terrarista. Cnce thay ave actually “bucked,” howsrer, prisceers
me::miwmahnmm. _J
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Articls 9;  Avbitvary Azrest, Detentics cr Exile. 1
mwmmmmmu "
investigation and questiontig wier the provisions of e
Stets of Siage v cthar lmsg, 6.L., &¥us cuRral lxms.

Soase aze bald imdefizitaly but cthers are fresd after &

short tiae enl still others pessed on tothe wocslares of

B the regular courts or $0 militmy ecurts martisl whem this

18 srescrided ky imw. An estimsbed 3,000 o 5,000 perwces

are now detained maler the rrovisimme of the State of Slege.

The Argeutise government has released uo total or 1ist of

those detalmel, and e varicns individmls are relemsed cthers
'mmsm,thuMM‘w
sriscners are bedng mld or for how lomg. S
| Articie 111 Fair Trial,

Argesting comrts fimcticn ncarmally in wost cases. Tho excaptica
applies to fndividoals hald wader the State of Stege. Gaws of
those are froed, sows paased oz t0 the procekures of the regular
courts, others to courts martial sod #til) dibers bedd without
charges or acimowledgnest of their detemtion. Right-wing
intixidation of Mmgurs and jaiges makes it very @ifficuit fur
srischers accused of sudbversica to receive a "fair triad.”
Before March, 1t wes the loft wing shich treatems! court
2. Other Ipartent Freelams:

| Article 15: Thooght amd Beligiom, o ]
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 of destta op fxjortes es & Temult of snil-Geattie imcliuste.
: mmummm-u“hhw
Semitic litershoe.
| | | Articls 391 Rgreasim mat Optatos.
7 Same right-uing ent laft-wing extrexist prAliceticss ia
— bave been bummad Yy the Videls govermmat. This iscleles Macxist
requiret to amrcise self-censaritilp, mad is specifically pro-
wloas afficially suthorised by the goversmmat. On Augnat 21,
the Argmtine Sexsimpers Ommers Associstion, representing ower
10 elitcrs i prhlisiwre, conplainel to Fresident Videls
aboot press restricticns. There is, mavertheless, criticism
of kummm rights abusss in the Argentine jress. Few jourmalf
carrespendents £11s thely stariss fyeely. |
Article 20: Asssubly. . o
Upcn ta¥ing power in March, the military Jwits dissclvel the .
prrlfanent sod bemoad political ep! labar activity. Gome Jahow
| waions were intervened and, om Seytesber B, & law was pasend
mroviding wp to Sen yeurs in prisca for strike crpanizers.

L | | K
N
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[P Zmilshle ¥ou 5O Nemss Rights Beporting by Neltilaterel
. and Eco-Govermsmial Orgasicwtions sel Nedla. My :
apsmisations, incloling Ammesty Intermeticeal, bave Asncwnced
o righte viclakices in Avgentisa, Nowsver, soyeshessive
rerorts o the situation In Argestine siucs Mereh 30,1976 ave
not yot svatlshle. '

3., ETER TAXEN XY BMRASSY $0 ADVANCE EEEFECY FOR gg'

I8 ARGRIPINA: The Rbeaxy mads the military sumye of the
USG's ecncern with zespect fon Innun Fighis evan before the
cmnge of govnment 1a Narch. nnmmm
eomp todk plmse, the Anbassedor took wp the bumen rights
1zxne with Ravy CIEC Massers and wes esswred that ™if it
took powar” the silitery would serumlously respect losem
rigits. As mn imdicatica of Al stittary's enrly
searenens, Presilsst Videla Mamell wos carefal to amsure the

Arpentins public st interoationsl cheervers shortly after the

ey that humm rights would be fully dheersld.

BMMGHM&MM%&M&-
potential danger to US-irpentine relstivos 1f the GOL 14 mot

athare $0 a policy of respect for doaan rights. Tha Abasssdcr

MRN

-

ruiking officisls as President Videls, Interice Min Hergainfegny,

mmmi

/ =i Econcuy Min ancs. {(eports of these syrroaches

. ave on fils with the Depsrtaant. Most are elassifisd secret,

L
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[Emits ar Itmils. We leave 1% to e discreticm of the Deyerhe |
"‘.‘“bmcdhmthhg
Tepcrt to Congress,) In additiom $o the Anbessador's wxwosch
Rakaesy offissrs at o1l levels hawe tabwm every cpptunlly
to exzress U5 ccmoorn over homm pights and possihle cosecwaces |
with their calleagnos amd ocnbects 1 the govt amd with veligicms,
Frofessiual wal butness Jeaters. Iesms righte bas bees o
Teourring topde at both soctal end offtetal gt ' =
wmuﬂmmm“m
Mectings with seaminet Argeetise bustmessmen sod officisls
ﬁmmm-‘;”ﬁu O

15 legislation which snkes the rrovigion of examic, develo
mﬂmmmmm

govt's chearmncs spd remetics of internsticnaYlywrecognimed
Imtn rights stanlsrds. Texts cf the pertinent (rovisicns

of the new secrity assistance logislation snd the Barkin
ssaaiwent ware Also supplied to the Foiinistry. Visiting
Departaunt officlels, inclaliisg AGAY/ANMS Bcdert Zimmeronan,
Prod Bondicn ent Jim Buchanaa bave comvayed Pizetdend cr besn
Irecent when Reboffs ecaveyed to GOA cfficials U5 ecmoarn over
s rights shuses. .

Besidon ita re;vesentations in cases imyolving Aners: '

Bboffs dxve freconstly ads infarsal iaguiries to Fomilinistry A

- | ‘ _
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Vesks in Covdcba, Jums Nendes, I2lines Nemario s Jecche
T4eCfenberyg, the Iuet two of shom vere subseyantly yelessel,
{These cases Wee bomn yyported and see on £ils ot the Degertwmt.)
Ia these mocmsarily wetficlal offurts, baoffs have exghasisel
the pevaceal cnorm wxgwesesd iy abdaws of Congrees,

». _ ‘ @ A WX £ T

lsst geueral swsnry sal Jelpunt on kam rights sitosilon ia
Argenting was suboithed cne wmdh spe in Joeecs Alires S637.
A% that tine, we were in Doses that ihe highet lewels of-
the COL might soca be 1 & pesition S0 bagha to got tha

- rommn ights situetiom Ix bend, Ammg othewr things, smetions

had bern pecmised againgt those resposeidle fov the xaas mxder
st Pllsr, s2d President Videla ssemed $0 De moving to comsolifate
his poxitica sgainst the harder limers. Soch DOpes aow sppeer
foriarn. WM'E&.M*%
aad Sutricia Ertb-dmve ¢ithor bess relessed eal expelled onfinm
12a process of 80 badng. This indicstas o greater responsivencss
3z GGL's pert to our damsrches eoncurning Amorioms eitisme
(rrchally flosing from the damming realizetion that uoPespcsstveness
eosld saricasly Jecraxdime Argantise relaticas with the UB).

¥e do not see &y swch responsivenass, howswer, in tevms of

the cverall uman rights situaticn, umm

A | ]

Classification

i

ﬁ%zmssmm e

B ‘————_

OPTIONAL FORM 153A



B e —

Pmmhmm-mmaﬁm _|
" “fTowces, e saocticns were tskes against those responsidla

or e Piiar messacre. hhm,ahala-hl

theve mas wury kigh Jswal scthorifigiions for those k3ilitugs.

e Fisally, the shifts in the nt2ttary, which were celgiully

U designal to ecutribute to the ecasclifation of Videls's poaiticy,
are sow sapectad to proiute notiing of the sard. Iafaed,
thwy Ty Aot oven materialise foy ancther seversl moniba.
Bxther Qen Soprovennst, wint is sem iscreaningly is that

/  Videla 12 eitter wwilling ar mushls $o exzb emcesses cn the

) part of the semurity foress, mmmm
is thet huwm rights viclations will contimne in Argentin
with JSttls 1f amy smelicretion for the foresseshls future.
The strogele aghlest left-wing terrariss (vhich the military
see a3 & datils of World War I againet interwaticnsl commmies)
has Deccme sach sa all-pervating goal of the GOA that 3t doss
rights or evem Telstions with the United States.

o ‘ y
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